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Chestfield Timeline

3000 BC*
Partial axe head found
near Ridgeway in
Primrose Way
excavation

N

1500 to 10000 BC *
Remains of a round
dwelling 9 metres across
near where South Street

meets Radfall Road

1100 to 600 BC ***°

Flints and pottery wares
near where Broomfield
Gate meets RadfallRoad

200BC >
Remains of pottery,
charcoal, burnt ceramic
kiln fragments near 63
Chestfield Rd

"

300-100 BC*
Sherds of pottery found
in Ridgeway dig

>
o

2" century Roman
farm

50 BC to 100 AD ?
Remains of charcoal, ash,
spelt wheat and barley

.“-x\..‘

920-725BC”
Fragments of calcinated

bone found in
Churchwood Drive area

50 to 100 AD*
Potteryfoundin
Ridgeway and South
Street

200"
Roman Farmstead or
small villa found
between Molehill Rd
and new Thanet Way

724 and 727°
Earliest documents
showing ownership of
Swalecliffe including
Chestfield by St
Augustine Abbey

"

700 to 800
Stable population.*®
Creation of Hundred

with Swalecliffe
combined with Blean
and Whitstable.?

850-1014 "
Viking raids occupy
Sheppey

9" century Viking raider

1090 *
Odo disgraced and
property held by King,
passed to St Augustines
Abbey about 1100

»

946 *

First recorded mention
of “Caet Hearst” as
wooded area for timber
and keeping pigs

575-750 *°
Remains of hut and
drainage ditches near
Churchwood Drive

949*°
A land charter denotes
boundary of Chestfield
in relation to Reculver

1066 ™
Lord of the manor John
Snood replaced by
William First’s  half
brother Bishop Odo
with Vitalis as his tenant

1050-1150 *°
Pottery and animal
bones found in
Churchwood Drive

11" century ploughing
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13" century 12" century

14" century

15" century

1150-1175
Brick, tiles and
earthenware jug found
near Molehill Rd and
Chestfield Rd junction

1242 %
Chestfield tenanted by
William de Cesteville by
payment of % a knight’s
fee to Earl of Gloucester

N

i

1200*

St John the Baptist
Church in Swalecliffe
listed in Doomsday
Monachorum

»

1225°
Dating of pottery found
in Churchwood Drive
excavation

1242-1402 *
Chestevill family name
recorded as residents of

Manor House

1254
Confirmation that
William Cesterville

passed the Manor to his
son who was a minor
and ward to a John of
Offham

1269 *?
Balsar Farm (later the
Barn Public House)
first recorded,
tenanted by John
Belsyre

2

1332°
First record of Radfall as
a wagon route, i.e. wide
enough for two wagons
to pass each other

1397
“Chethurst” recorded by
St Augustines Abby as
95 acres bounded by
“Red Bridge and Radfall

n

1381
The Peasants revolt
marched from Thanet
to London, recruiting as
they went and probably
drawing in Chestfield

2

A brief
peasant
triumph

Corner
young men
1397/8°
Harry Rayner recorded 1401 22
as new owner of Manor, First use of modern
but moved in 1402 name “Chestfeld”

el
e g-n-\-“ “

About 1520
Earliest parts of current

Manor House and its
Tythe Barns built

noted by T Allen in
Archeologica Cantiana

1332
Thomas and Richard
Balsar (John Belsyre’s
descendants) recorded
worklng Balsar Farm

James Chestevill paid
“feudal aid” to a knight
of the Black Prince

>

N
.n“--'- L g~

1402*
The manor, now owned
by Ralf Roper, funds a
chantry in St Dunstans

1488 *
John Roper, recorded
Chestfield Manor as his
main residence.

About 1450 *°
Earliest parts of current
Golf Club House
constructed as part of
Balsar Farm

- ?/,WN fA Chestfleldfaxe hewn
B barn support beam

shaped from a whole
tree, dated 1500
(whlte strip shows a
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17" cent. 16" cent .

18" cent.

19" cent.

1524 *

The first female owner
of the Manor, Margaret
Roper, daughter of Sir
Thomas More

1535 '8
After her father was
beheaded Margaret

took his head for burial, *
and one story is that it

was buried in Chestfield

1550 *°
After Margaret’s death
in 1542 her husband
William published an
influential defence of
Thomas More

About 1670 *
The Roper family moved
out of Chestfield and let

the Manor
s
A Red Ware
design
1630-1670°

Major rebuilding of
Manor House and Tythe
Barns

1625-1650 2
Remains of Red Ware
pottery found in

1588 ¥
The establishment of
the copperas works in

Tankert ted
Chestfield farm houses ﬂ ankerton created new

— evidence of
prosperity

1800 to 1812 *°
Foord works closely
with major smuggling
group

1696
Ownership of
Manor passed to
Lypeatt family

local work opportunities

1700-1750
Consumption of goods
doubled in England and

evidence of the first

» shops in Whitstable and

Canterbury

1799 *
Ownership of Manor

passed to Thomas

Foord, one time ‘
Steward of the
previous owners

1830
Opening of Crab and
Winkle line, with a halt at
South Street

North and South Oast
Houses built

successful smuggler

1834 %
Disputes over tythe
charges leads to
violence in the area,
notably at Bridge

Crab and Winkle line
opening Gala

William Baldock, Kent’s most

1797 ¥
Hasted’s nine volume
History of Kent published,
giving Chestfield a distinct
place separate from
Swalecliffe

1837 %
Detailed map showing
boundaries of fields
produced, largely for
tythe measuring

1860s onwards
A Dame School for
Swalecliffe and local
farm children set up in
building next to
Highgate Farm

1840s to about 1900 *°
Continued provision for
poor through Seven Acre
field north of Grasmere
Road and next to Swale
Brook being given to
paupers to grow their
own produce
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20" century to 1934 to 1989

1900 *
transfer of
Chestfield estate
to Thomas
Goodhew from
Foord family
descendants

March 1923
Opening of
“Shrub Hill” Golf
Club

1901
Census records 20 families
living in Chestfield

June 1928°
Construction of four
houses from the Tythe
Barn and Bertram Lamb
publishes “Chestfield
Village 1068 to 1928”

July 1930

AC Martin, one of first
Chestfield shops opens.

Mid 1930 °
Start of building of
mock Elizabethan
houses

1936
Reeves develops Cherry
Orchard estate.

April 1920 ©
Reeves purchases 7732
acres Chestfield Estate

for £11500

October 1928 °

set up and equipped by
George Reeves

lllustration from Bertram
Lamb’s “Chestfield 1068 to

I"

“medieval” roots.

Spring 1930 ©
First published plans of
full layout of roads for

Chestfield

1932-33°
» Reeves donates land for

W1 hall and funds its
construction

1936
Thanet Way coastal
road opened

UL

purchasedBarn House in
Whitstable and begins

Reeve’s 1906

Chestfield Football Club »

1928”, working emphasis our

\A fast connection lo Londomalters

1906 °
George Reeves

experimenting with
house renovations that

Joy Lane will be reproduced in
experiment Chestfield
with mock
historic 19121
design Transfer of Chestfield

estate to Thomas
Pearce

1929
First evidence of new
build houses ( Sweet
Briars, MoleHill Road)

Spring 1930 °
Reeves secures opening
of Swalecliffe Halt on
London Ramsgate
railway line

1933 ©
Air display organised by
Reeves to promote
village as cutting edge
commuter location

1934 °
Ratepayer Association
formed to fight creation of
shops and filling station at
junction of Molehill Rd
and Chestfield Rd

Village's appeal -
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20" century to 1937 to 1989

Inthe 1

930 local deliveries were

sometimes done by horse. Mrs Silk ran
her milk and grocery shop from the
1930s to the 1960s

1937°7
Fund raising fete held

for a “Chestfield Cot”
Whitstable and
Tankerton Hospital

by Reeves to raise funds

1938°7
Reeves’ financial
»‘ Golf Course to Jack
Billmeir, Court writ
served leading to

1950 onwards °

problems revealed, sells

July 19418 %
George Reeves dies of
kidney failure

Plantation Road built

The number 5 bus in
one of its earliest

bankruptcy

1947 *° 1940-45
Cricket Club ‘ Growth of local road
established associations maintaining

roads and volunteer groups
to help War effort

1965
Preservation Society

days between the
wars
1964 *°
St Joseph’s
Police House Chestfield Golf * Church
built for Club acquired approved for
resident village by the construction
PC members

established and fight
in media for
recognition of
Chestfield as an
ancient village and a
stop to modern

B

1985 1987 *°
Development of Lees etc.
— first new development

to be preceded by
archaeological dig

1975
Wallace Harvey
published “Chestfield
—a 1000 years of
history”

@

developments

1967 >
The Preservation society
effectively replaced by
the Chestfield Society

1987 **

Local Government
Boundary review
allowing opportunity to
propose a new Parish

1987 **
County draft plan

B

became Sainsbury’s,

proposing a Chestfield
School on what was to

N

1988 **

Parish Council
established. Tightening
control of planning
applications but

Council B&Q and the Rugby accepting change.

23 24

1990-91 _ ' '1989 1989 %

Effort to exploit « First village survey — .
Conservation area

Government grant for

village hall, blocked by

residents living near to

the Ridgeway site

strong demand for a

school

community centre and

mysterious round

under Planning Law.

One of Chestfield’s many

houses, now protected

introduced
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1991 *

New Thanet Way
proposed, with options
to run north or south of

the village

1992-94 2%
Challenges by Parish
Council on Thanet Way
decision. Approval of
tunnel to mitigate
effects on Chestfield

1990 to 2000

1999 **
Churchwood Drive
estate built with
archaeological dig
exposing pre Roman
farming camp. Parish
Council forces cut in
density from 120 to 70
houses

Rugby Club set up, with
further land assigned to
the new Medical Centre

1993-94 %
Residents’ desire for
school over-ruled and
Sainsbury/B&Q and

@

1998 2324
Last of farming
inside Chestfield
with construction of
Little Paddocks
south of Molehill Rd

&

circa 1066

»

2000 **
Birkdale Close approved
subject to major
drainage ponds and
large open green

Sainsbury’s, B&Q,, Rugby
Club,Medical Centre,
Primrose Way estate built
with archaeological dig
exposing 5000 year old

1995-6 %

camp.

Our efforts to mould both our past and
our future continue — the village sign
claiming we started in 1066 and the
New Thanet Way Tunnel, won by
Chestfield people lobbying powerful
County and national agencies.

Principal Sources of Information

1 Origins of Swalecliffe and
Chestfield
Chris Hughes 2008

2 Excavations at Molehill
Road 1998 reported by
Canterbury Archaeology
Society

3 The North Wood
Flavia Taylor 1998

4 Excavations at 63
Chestfield Rd 1999 reported
by Canterbury Archaeology
Society

5 Excavations in
Churchwood Drive 1999
reported by Canterbury
Archaeology Society

6 Whitstable and Tankerton
Times reports

7 Canterbury Cathedral
Archives

8 Ordinance Survey map
1938

9 Chestfield History Society
Website

10 Chestfield Parish Plans

11 Chestfield Tales
Tony Blake and others
2002

12 Chestfield — 1000 years of
history Wallace Harvey 1975

13 Under Shrub Hill
Christopher Scoble 2012

14 Bertram Lamb Chestfield
Village 1068 to 1928. 1928

15 Archeologica
Cantiana 2009 article
by Tim Allen

16 Oxford English History
2016 edition

17 Arthur Porter interview
with Christopher Ellis 1998

18 lan Bower Smith interview
with Patricia Simpson 2017

19 Robert Goodsall
Whitstable, Seasalter
and Swalecliffe, 1938

20 Chris Brealy researches
for this volume

21 CCCU Conference on
Tithes June 2017

22 G Reeves sales map 1938

23 Brian Barnes
interview with Chris
Ellis 2017

24 Notes provided by Linda
Livingstone 2017
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